PM Russian Federation

Thank you, Madam Moderator. The Russian delegation supports the Forum’s renewed consideration
of the issue of minority education. In our country, which is multinational, not only is access to quality
general education ensured, but education in one’s native language is also guaranteed by law and in
practice. We proceed from the premise that ignoring the right to choose education in one’s native
language leads to tensions and conflicts in society, as well as to the assimilation and segregation of
minorities. In this regard, we would once again like to draw attention to the education reforms that
have been carried out in the Baltic countries over the course of the last several decades, which have
essentially resulted in the elimination of education systems in the languages of national minorities,
often under the pretext of better integrating minorities into society. In reality, such processes are part
of an assimilation policy and lead to a decline in the quality of education, lower academic
achievement among students, weakened competitiveness in the labor market, an increase in
unemployment, social vulnerability, and marginalization. Unfortunately, the discussion of this issue is
increasingly becoming a kind of charade. While talking about the importance of learning the state
language, participants in the discussion prefer not to notice the continued closure of
Russian-language schools and schools for other minorities, the dismissal of teachers from such
schools because they do not know the state language, and the threat of reforming bilingual schools.
But no one disputes that the state language can be learned to a good level without having to sacrifice
one’s identity. At present, this misguided practice has been adopted by Ukraine. One of the latest
steps in this area was the adoption, in September, of an education law that contradicts the country’s
international obligations and restricts the rights of minorities to use their native languages. Our
request to the Forum and the Special Rapporteur is to pay attention to this aspect and to explicitly
state in the recommendations that any actions by states related to reforming the education system,
including educational institutions for minorities, should be carried out with consideration for, and
with the participation of, the minorities themselves. States should pay particular attention to the
potential risks that arise when reforming education systems and should develop programmes to
prevent their negative consequences. Thank you for your attention. The full text will be submitted to
the Secretariat of the Forum.

Cnacnbo rocrnoxa Mogepartop. Poccuiickas peneraums nNoadepXUBaeT MOBTOPHOE
obpalleHue opyma K Bornpocy o6 obpa3oBaHMM MeHbLUMHCTB. B Halueln ctpaHe, koTopas
ABMNSETCA MHOrOHaLMOHArbHON, He TONbKO obecneyYnBaeTcs A0CTYN Ka4eCcTBEHHOMY obLLeMy
o6pa3oBaHMIO, HO 3aKOHOAATENbHO U Ha NPaKTMKe rapaHTUpyeTcsa nonyyveHne obpasoBaHus
Ha PoAHbIX s3blkax. Mcxoamm u3 Toro, YTO UrHOpupoBaHWe npaBa Bblibopa Ha nonydeHve
obpa3oBaHMsi HA POOHOM f3blke BeAET K HanpshKeHHOCTM B 0OLWecTBe K KOHdrukTam,
accumMunaunn, U cerperabuyum MULLMHUHCTB. B 9TON cBSI3W, Mbl BHOBb Obl XOTEMNW NPUBMEYb
BHMMaHMe K ocyllecTernsieMble B cTpaHax [pubanTvku Ha NpOTSHKEHUMM YEeCHOCTM Beka
pecdopMbl 06pasoBaHmMs, KOTOpas, NO CyTU CBUMNACh K NUKBMAAUUKM cuctem obpasoBaHMs Ha
A3blke HaUMOHaInbHbIX, MEHbLLUMHCTB, NPUYEM 3a4yacTylo nog NpeanoroMm 3aboTbl O Nyudllen
WHTEerpauum MeHbLUMHCTB B oOuwecTBe. Ha pgene TakvMe npouecchl SIBASOTCA 4acTblo
aCCUMUNALUMOHHON MONUTUKM W BeayT K CHWKEHUIO KavecTBa 0Opal3oBaHWUS, YPOBHS
yCNeBaeMOCTU Yy4valMxca K ocnabneHume KOHKYPeHTOCMOCOOHOCTM Ha pblHKE Tpyda, K
yBenuyeHuto 4dmcna 6e3paboTHbIX, counanbHOM YS3BUMOCTM U MapruHanu3auun. K
COXaneHut, OMCKycCuMst NO 3TOM Teme, BCe 4alle NpeBpallaeTcs B Hekoe nuuenencrsa,
paccyxgas O BaXHOCTM M3ydeHMe TrOCydapCTBEHHOrO $3blka. YYaCTHWKM OOCYXOeHWUs
NnpegnoyMTaloT He 3ameyaTb MNPOAOITKAMLLYIOCS 3aKpbiTUE PYCCKMX LUKOM W LUKOM ApYrux



MEHbLLUNHCTB, YBOJIbHEHME YYMTENEN W3 TakKMX LWKOA MO MPUYMHE HE3HaAHUS WUMS
rocyaapCTBEHHOro A3blka, yrpo3a pechopMmpoBaHms GunmHreanbHbIX WKon. Ho Beab HUKTO He
CMOPUT YTO rOCYAapPCTBEHHbIN S3bIK, MOXHO 3HaTb Ha XOPOLLUEM YPOBHE HO OLHAKO He 3a cYeT
notepu CBOEN WMOEHTUYHOCTU. B HacTodllee BpemMsi 3TO MOpOYHAs MpakTMKa nepeHsTa
YkpaunHon. OanH 13 nocnegHux LIaroe B 3Ton cdepe 3TO NPUHATUE B CeHTAbpe 3akoHa 06
obpas3oBaHnn, KOTOPOE MNPOTUBOPEYUT MEXOAYHAPOAHbIM 00A3aTeNbCTBOM 3TOM CTpaHbl U
orpaHn4MBaET MnpaBa MEHbLLUMHCTB Ha MCMNONb30BaHWE PoAHLIX SA3blkoB. Halue noxenaHue
dopymy u cneugonnatyuMky: yaenutb BHMMaHWE 3TOMY acnekTy W 4oum nponucatb B
pekoMeHgaumsax 4Tto Inobble OENCTBUS rocyaapcTBa CBSA3aHHble C pedOpMUPOBaAHUEM
cucteMbl 06pas3oBaHus, BKoYas obpasoBaTefibHble YYPEXOEHUS MEHbLUMHCTB, AOITKHbI
OCYLLECTBNATBLCA C Y4ETOM MHEHMS, U MPU Y4aCTUM CaMNX MEHbLUMHCTB. [0CygapCTBO AOMKHbI
yoenate ocoboe BHUMaHWE MOTEeHUManbHbIM — pUCKaM, KOTOPbIA  BO3HWKAET npwu
pedopmupoBaHmMn obpasoBaHun K, paspabaTbiBaTb NporpaMmbl MO NPeOoTBPALLUEHUIO ero
HeraTuBHbIX nocrneacTsun. bnarogapto 3a BHMMaHue. [lMonHbld TekcT byaer nepegaH B
Cekpetapuat dopmy.



