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Thank you Mr. Chairperson,

My name is Aya Manaa an OHCHR minority fellow, and | am speaking on behalf of the Palestinian
minority identifying as both national and indigenous minority in Israel. Palestinians constitute 20%
of the total population of Israel around 1.7 million people. 1 would like to elucidate some of the
various challenges that my community faces that negatively impacted our minority youth towards
building a diverse and inclusive society .

First the high level of insecurity faced by the Palestinian communities in rural and urban areas had
been fuelled among other reasons, by Killing of more than 60 young men and women this year,
including the brutal murder of my 31 year old cousin Hiba. She was killed near her house in front of
her mother, 10th of September 2017, up to this day the perpetrator has not been found or
persecuted. There seems to be a lack of initiative on the part of police to investigate crimes where
the victims belong to the Palestinian minority.

Mr. Chairman do you think this is justifiable and for how long?

Statistics available since October 2000 reveal that over 1200 Palestinian people have been killed by
illegal weapons in Israel. Out of these 50 were killed by the police. Most of the said victims are
youth.

The second issue that | want to bring to your notice Mr. chairperson is the shrinking freedom of
speech, assembly and expression of opinion faced by the Palestinian youth in Israel. Activists like
Dareen Tatour who is currently in house detention for two years because of a poem that she posted
on Facebook is a reminder of this violation.

Mr. Chair the freedom of speech is a fundamental right .If you silence young Palestinian voices like
Darin, how do we expect that peace will be ever achieved?

Mr. Chair, | chose to give my speech today in Arabic language due to it’s importance to our
Palestinian identity, and my opposition of abolishing it’s status.

Given the said facts, we recommend the state of Israel firstly to abolish nation-state law which
inter alia abolishes the status of Arabic language and other democratic values, secondly, to protect
the right to life of all its citizens especially young Palestinians, including taking actual measures to
prevent targeted crimes and making the authorities accountable to investigate crimes.

Thank you Mr. Chairperson
ot (g | S

oy ) Aplanddl) A8Y1 Jial 5 et (3 iad dpalid) Gy siall gl CIBY) Ala ) el (84S Lt g lia 41 )
) (3 AiDlal g a8 LIS L

el slas g sie aaine el Al (o a3 Wlad e Ll 555 5 Adlise s as) 5 Ll

ST U8 Lagd alall 138 sae (lawd Liae g Ul 8 clanddl) aciaall dgal 5o ) (a5 5aY) alanil (5 e gl ) Y
Liass s elgialls cpel alals L yia o ol clale (D5 aals enll (e Aol A e ) i dili 5 UL 60 (e
AlSlae ol Sl e gad) S5 ol 1



Aihaclil) Y ) Ulaual) b ety G 3 jad) 8 Gaiailly Ao y8l el e Jy Lae
§ el e Gy e b Gl 138 o sied Ja G 1) (s2ms

e peabine (il il 330098 e daluly 1518 daidd 1200 (e S ) 2000 s die 38 siall Clelas) el
Adayill g e 15850 oY G e LA

¢ yohalla o yla Jie sl Jul poel 8, cdacdddll Gl dgad o M il 3 ja dalie (gl ) gaaill
skl () O 0 ) (B ALl dga sy (A il Ay s 55 ga SU (o
ALY gy pSH Y] o Lo gundl) 8 Le i Sanal Cuny (pale 33a0 Ll Yie o jaiall

adlud) giay o) &8st S il Apidanddll O pal) ClSu) & 1) o lal Ba A el 4 ol il
Ll ol i sl U5 Bl Uik g0 G e e 5 LeisS s Lean Y Ay yall 5100 S gl ) i S (50

len (Ll Ada) jianal) all aagy g A yall Arll AlSa iy (3 e gal) A gall o 5308 £ Lally Y ol il ) A g3 o gl |yl
Aall 3 aiatl) A 5 seee bl Jaead 5 Ll 5 Ll aca il jall aial 300 pulaill 38315 loall 3 alsY) Ui

doadll o3 e SIS



