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Hon’ble Chairman Mr. Kurdi, Distinguished Guests and Delegations of this 10"
Session of the Forum on Minority Issues being held in Geneva,

On behalf of people of Nepal, and international president of the Non-Resident
Madheshis Association representing the Madheshi community worldwide, | would
like to thank you for this opportunity to present our views and recommendations, that
| am informed, will be brought to the Human Rights Council at its 37th session. As
distinguished participants know, this Forum on Minority Issues was established
pursuant to the Human Rights Council resolution 6/15 of 28th September 2007 and
therefore we are thankful to Human Rights Council for providing such a platform for
promoting dialogue and cooperation on issues pertaining to national or ethnic,
religious and linguistic minorities.

Only last month, on 16" October, my country Nepal was elected to the Human
Rights Council (UNHRC) by the UN General Assembly to a three-year term
beginning 15t January 2018. Nepal has been elected as a member for the first time
since creation in 2006 of HRC, the United Nations body responsible for the
promotion and protection of all human rights around the globe, and it is a matter of
honour for us. But the million dollar question is: how can a government that does not
care about protecting human rights and ensuring justice for its own citizens care
about protecting the human rights of others?

After a decade long civil war, which resulted in killing of 17,000 and disappearance
of 1300, most of them youths, Nepal has yet to make any progress in giving justice
to victims of war crimes committed both by the state and the Maoist rebels. Truth
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) formed to investigate the killings and
disappearances during the civil war has already registered more than 62,000 cases
so far, but the Nepalese Government is reluctant to pursue investigation and has not
made much progress since it was promised 11 years ago, in the peace deal of
November 2006.

With the end of the civil war in 2006, the Nepalese Government targeted youths of
Madheshi and other minority communities, demanding their rights in the upcoming
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constitution and killed hundreds of them.! Dozens of cases of extrajudicial killings of
the Madheshi youths were investigated and reported by even OHCHR in 2010.2 As a
result, the Nepalese Government forced to close OHCHR offices in the
Terai/Madhesh and refused to extend the mandate of the United Nations Mission in
Nepal (UNMIN) in 2011. With only the government’s torments and torture and no
opportunities left behind, and no one to even watch, millions of youths have been
forced to leave the country to work mainly as labourers in the Gulf and East Asian
countries in equally distressing conditions. Today more than 4 million, mostly youths,
have migrated out of Nepal. That makes one-third of total work-force of the country.

Some of them have returned to Nepal in an attempt to make the condition better in
their own homeland, seeking equitable rights, opportunities and justice. But the state
agencies have been very brutal to them. One of the well-known cases is of Dr. C. K.
Raut, a PhD from Cambridge University who worked as a scientist in the USA. He
has become a youth-icon, on whom millions of people in the country have pinned
their hope today. He returned to Nepal six years ago in 2011, leaving all his luxury
and comforts, to work for the rights of suppressed, disadvantaged and minority
people, through peaceful means following the non-violent principles of Buddha and
Gandhi. But the Nepalese Government has repeatedly arrested and jailed him, just
for giving lectures and speeches to indigenous peoples.® He has been arrested for
more than 15 times, jailed for several months, and has been, most of the time,
placed under house-arrest.# His books, videos and websites have been banned by
the Government of Nepal.® Thousands of his supporters have been arrested,®
hundreds of fake cases have been filed against them, and more than a hundred
people have been badly injured from the government’s use of indiscriminate and
excessive force on peaceful mass assemblies. No media and no local human-rights
bodies are allowed to speak about them and their programmes, as they too are
targeted by the government for covering any news related to them. International
human rights organisations including Amnesty International,” Human Rights Watch?®
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and Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC)® as well as other national
governments'® have repetitively appealed to the Nepalese Government to ensure Dr.
Raut’'s freedom of expression and rights to peaceful assembly, demanding his
release as well as droppings of all of charges filed against him. But the Nepalese
Government, in the lack of enough international pressure and strict measures
against impunity, has not listened to them and continued violent brutal suppression
of youths and activists in Nepal. Only in the peaceful protests against the
promulgation of Nepal’'s discriminatory constitution in 2015, which Madheshis have
rejected, the Nepalese Government killed more than 60 people.’

Most recently, Dr. Raut was arrested on 2nd February 2017 and tortured in police
custody for 86 days for organising peaceful mass-rallies on 18th January 2017 to
celebrate the Martyrs’ Day, attended by an estimated quarter a million people
throughout Madhesh/Terai. For this, the Government of Nepal also issued orders to
freeze all of his properties and bank accounts, leaving his pregnant wife and two little
children in jeopardy.'?

Even this week, 10 of his supporters were arrested by Nepal Police, from peaceful
rallies marking Anti-Racism Day on 26" November and for advocating for “right to
reject” in the upcoming election.

With such unabashed brutal suppression on their most popular icon, and in overall
on the whole of the minority and disadvantaged community, by the Nepalese
Government, and the inaction of the international community and particularly the
United Nations on this issue, youths are feeling helplessness and their resentment
for the state is ever growing and the chances of them being radicalised and resorting
to violence and another civil war is ever increasing.

Nepal has been a signatory to 24 international human rights-related conventions and
treaties,’ including those related to civil and political rights; economic, social, and
cultural rights; rights of the child; rights of persons with disabilities; the elimination of
discrimination against women; the elimination of racial discrimination; and against
torture. Therefore, the United Nations and the international community should come
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forward strongly to protect freedom of expression, movement and peaceful assembly
and to stop brutal suppression of the Madheshi and other minority communities in
Nepal from the state and its agencies, to make a conducive environment for youths
to live and work in their own homeland, with a sense of security and dignity.
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