V8j "Zmogaus teisiy apsauga"

| am a bishop of the Orthodox Church of Moldova, and on behalf of the faithful of our
church, | express my deep concern over the statement by Moldovan President Maia
Sandu, who on July 30 of this year published a list of 10 tools of Russian interference in
the parliamentary elections. Number 5 on this list is the Orthodox Church of Moldova.
This is the first case in the history of Moldova in which the church has officially been
included on a list of threats to national security. In our view, this statement is an example
of hateful rhetoric toward our church. But there are other alarming facts as well. For
example, the judiciary has been considering lawsuits for several years seeking to
terminate our agreements on the use of church and monastery buildings. It appears that
they want to take back property that had already been returned to us. Another serious
problem is the increased scrutiny of our priests and congregants at the borders. In
October, | was forced to appeal to a Moldovan state body, the Council for Equality, with
a complaint against the border service and police, who on three occasions prevented me
from leaving the country, including barring me from traveling to Jerusalem to receive the
Holy Fire. All these problems arise because the Moldovan authorities consider it
permissible to discriminate against us because of our affiliation with the Russian Orthodox
Church. | would note that European Union standards are on our side. | cannot imagine,
for example, that in Berlin or Paris a bishop would be prohibited from leaving the country
because he belongs to the Russian Orthodox Church. If Moldova wants to join the EU, it
needs to comply with European legal standards and demonstrate equal treatment for all
religious groups in practice. From the podium of this Forum, | once again call on the
international community to help correct the discriminatory policy toward the Orthodox
Church of Moldova. Thank you for your attention.

A apxmepen NpasocnaBHOM LiepkBM MonaoBbl, OT nvua BEPYOLLNX

HaLUen LepKBM BbipaXkalo KpamHiol 06eCrnoKOeHHOCTL 3asBreHnemM npesngeHta Mongossl
Mann Cangy, kotopas 30 ma-- nonsa cero roga obHapogosana cnucok n3 10 MHCTPYMEHTOB
POCCUNCKOro BMeLLIaTeENbCTBA B NapriameHTckue Bolbopbl. B 3ToM cnvcke nog Homepom 5
ykasaHa NpaBocnaBHas uepkosb Mongosbel. 310 1 cnydan B nctopumn Mongosbl, Korga LepkoBb
oduumManbHO BKITKOYEHA B CNUCOK Yrpo3 HauuoHanbHon 6e3onacHocTu. Ha Haw B3rnsag, aTto
3asBneHne ABNAETCS NPUMEPOM PUTOPUKM BpaXKabl MO OTHOLLEHWUIO K Hawwen Lepkeu. Ho ectb
n opyrue TpeBoXHble dakTbl. Hanpumep, cyaebHasa BrnacTb yxke HeCKOMNbKO net
paccmaTpuBaeT UCKU O pacTOPXXEHUM HaLLMX CornalleHnin 0 UCNosib30BaHUW 34aHNN LepKBen
1 MoHacTblpen. [oxoxe, 4To y Hac XoTAT oTobpaTe 06paTHO TO, YTO-- UMYLLLECTBO, KOTOPOE
ObI110 yxxe Bo3BpalleHo Ham. OTaernbHy NpobrneMy CoCcTaBnAT YCUNEHHbIE MPOBEPKM HaLLMX
CBSILLLIEHHMKOB N BEPYIOLLMX Ha rpaHuuax. B oktabpe s BbiHyXaeH Obin obpatutbes B
rocygapcTBeHHbIn opraH Mongosbl, COBET No HEOUCKPMMUHALIMK, C XXanobon NnpoTus
norpaHn4HoOmn cnyx6bl 1 NONNLUK, KOTOPbIE TPWXKAbI MHE HE Aanu Bbl-BbleXxaTb U3 CTPaHbl, B
TOM Yucre 3anpeTunu Bole3n 3a bnarogatHbiM orHem B Mepycanume. Bee aTm npobrnemsl
BO3HMKAIOT M3-3a TOro, 4To Bnactu Mongosbl cuntaoT Ang cebst BO3MOXHbIM
OUCKPUMUNHUPOBATL HAC 3a NPUHAAMNEXHOCTb Hally K Pycckon npaBocnaBHOM LIEPKBU.

OTtmeuy, 4TO cTangapTbl EBpocoto3a Ha, Ha Halwlen cTopoHe. A He mory cebe npencrtaBuTb,



Hanpumep, 4To B bepnuHe nnu B MNapwxe 3anpeTnnu enuckony Bble3a U3 CTpaHbl U3-3a TO, YTO
OH NpuHagnexuT K Pycckon npaBocnasHom Lepksu. Ecnv Mongosa xo4veT BcTynutb B EC, en
HY>KHO cobritofaTb eBponerckme NpaBoBble CTaHa4apThl M Ha Aene nokasbiBaTb paBHOE
OTHOLLEHWNE KO BCEM pPennrnosHbim rpynnam. C TpnbyHbl 3TOro oopyma S eLle pas xody
npu3BaTbh MEXAyHapOAHOEe COOBLECTBO MCMPaBUTb OUCKPUMUHALMOHHYO NONIMTUKY MO
oTHoweHwuto K MNpaBocnasHou Lepken Mongosbl. bnarogapto 3a BHUMaHme.



