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We make up about one-third of the country’s population. We love Latvia, we are proud of
it, and we are part of its history and its future. We are teachers, medical workers, rescue
workers, police officers, and entrepreneurs. We are citizens who speak Latvian fluently,
and we want to live in peace and dignity. In recent years, laws have been adopted in
Latvia that have sharply restricted the use of the Russian language. Specifically: 1. a
declaration restricting the use of the Russian language in all areas of social life was
introduced in the Latvian Parliament; 2. all Russian-language schools were closed; 3.
amendments were adopted prohibiting children from communicating with one another and
with their teachers in Russian; 4. Russian-language media outlets were shut down; 5.
Russian was removed from ATMs and banking services; 6. the use of Russian was
prohibited in state institutions; 7. taxes on printed publications in Russian were increased.
Today, our political party leader, Alexei Roslikov of the “Stability” party, is facing trial. And
not for a crime, but for his speech—for saying that the Russian language is our language.
He is facing completely absurd accusations, including cooperation with Russia and
incitement of interethnic hatred. We believe this is political persecution and an attempt to
force people into silence. But language is not a crime. A country is its people. Love for
one’s homeland is not measured by language. We, the Russians of Latvia, have the right
to live in our own home and to speak our native language. Thank you to everyone who
defends the rights of national minorities and is not afraid to speak the truth. Thank you.

Hac okono TpeTu Hacenenusa ctpaHbl. Mbl ntobum JlaTBuo, ropammcsa u SBNSeMcs ee 4acTblo
uctopum n 6yayuero. Mbl yuuTtens, Meguku, cnacatenu, nonvuenckne, npegnpuHumatenn. Mol
rpaxgaHe, cB060A4HO BriageroLmne NaTbICKUM SA3bIKOM, U Mbl XOTUM XUTb B MUPE U AOCTOUHCTBE.
3a nocnegHue rogbl B JlatBMM ObiNM NPUHATHI  3aKOHbI, KOTOPbIE PE3KO OrpaHnuymnnu
NCNONb30BaHME PYCCKOro s3blka. A MMEHHO: nepBoe - B napnameHTe JlatBum 6bina BHeceHa
Aeknapaumsa o6 orpaHM4eHUn pyccKoro A3blka BO BCEX coumanbHbIX cdepax. 2 - 3aKpblniv BCe
pycckue LKonbl. 3 - nonpaBkamMu 3anpetunn geTam obuaTtbeca Mmexay cobon n ¢ yunuTensaMmm Ha
pycckoMm s3bike. Cnepgytwoulee, 4 - 3aKkpblnn pycckve megma. 5 - ybpanu pycCKUn s3blK U3
B6aHKomaToB N N3 BaHKOB. 6 - 3aNpPeTUriM PYCCKMN A3bIK B rOCYAAPCTBEHHbIX yYpexaeHusax. 7 -
MOBbICUNIM HANoOr Ha nevyaTHble M3OaHUA Ha pycckom Aa3blike. CerogHsa Hawero nugepa
nonutmnyeckon naptum "CtabunbHocTb" Anekcesa PocnukoBa cobupatotcs cyautb. W He 3a
npecTynsfeHne, a 3a CroBa, 3a TO, YTO OH CKasarl, YTO PYCCKUMIM A3blK - 3TO Haw A3blk. EMy
npeabaBnaT Boobwe abcypaHble 00bsA-- 0O6BUHEHUSI - 3TO COTpPyAHMYECTBO ¢ Poccuen u
pasXuraHme MexHaumoHanbHON po3Hu. Mbl cuMTaem, 4To 3TO NONUTUYECKOE NpecriegoBaHne U
NnonbITKM 3acTaBUTb fogen monyatb. HO A3blk - 3TO He npecTynneHne. CTtpaHa - 370 noaum.
JloboBb k PoanHe He namepsaeTcs sa3bikoM. Mbl, pycckue JlatBum, nmeem npaBo XuTb Y cebs
Aoma M roBopuTb Ha cBoeM poaHoMm 4A3blke. Cnacnbo Bam BceM, KTO 3awumwiaeT npasa
HaLUMOHanbHbIX MEHBLUMHCTB U He BouTcst roBopuTb npasay. Cnacmbo.



