Federal Lezghin National and Cultural Autonomy

Our organization represents the Lezgin people, who are divided by the border between Russia and
the Republic of Azerbaijan. According to expert estimates, more than 800,000 Lezgins live in the
Republic of Azerbaijan, making them the second-largest ethnic group after Azerbaijani Turks.
There are also hundreds of thousands of representatives of other indigenous peoples, including
Avars, Talysh, Tats, Tsakhurs, Rutuls, Udis, Kryzes, Budukhs, and others.

These peoples are not recognized as communities making an important and independent
contribution to the economic, cultural, and political fabric of society. They are subjected to
deliberate assimilation. At the same time, the false narrative of multiculturalism is regularly
promoted at the international level.

A striking manifestation of assimilation is the change in the official population figures for the
ethnic groups of the Republic of Azerbaijan. From 1989 to 2019, the number of Lezgins in the
country decreased by more than 2 percent, while the number of Azerbaijani Turks increased by 62
percent.

An example of a gross violation of the rights of the people is the land border with the Republic of
Azerbaijan, which has now been closed for five years. The stated pretext is the COVID virus,
which has long since ceased to be a global emergency, while the actual reasons have not been
officially disclosed.

One part of the people has been separated from the other. In order to see a relative on the other
bank of the Samur River, on their own historic land, a Lezgin must travel approximately 1,000
kilometers by air and purchase prohibitively expensive tickets to or from the country’s capital,
Baku.

Respect for the rights of the non-titular peoples of the Republic of Azerbaijan is merely nominal.
The languages of these peoples are taught in schools only as optional subjects. There is no teacher
training, no textbooks, and no state funding for media in their languages. Almost no funds are
allocated to support the culture and distinct identity of these peoples. Their languages are absent
from the public sphere; the placement of signs and public notices in these languages is prohibited.

Lezgin civil society activists, cultural figures, and historians are subjected to persecution. They
receive actual prison sentences on the basis of false charges. Since the 1990s, the authorities have
actively altered the toponymy of areas inhabited by indigenous peoples. The country’s authorities
are erasing their historical memory.

The current unstable situation in the world provides the authorities of the Republic of Azerbaijan
with an opportunity to accelerate the Turkification of the country.

Thank you.



Hawwa opraHusauus npeacrasnseT Ne3rmHCKUn Hapo, pasgeneHHbIn rpaHnden mexay Poccuein
n AsepbangxaHckon Pecnybnukon. o akcnepTHbIM oueHkam, B AsepbangkaHckon Pecnybnvke
npoxueaeT 6onee 800 TbiCAY NE3rMH, 2 MO YNCIIEHHOCTN HAPOA Nocre TIOPOK asepbanmxkaHues,
a Takke COTHU TbiCsY NpeAacTaBUTENEen ApYrMx aBTOXTOHHbLIX HAPOA4O0B: aBapLbl, TanbIww, TaThl,
uaxypbl, OpyTynbl, YAWHbI, Kpbi3bl, Byoyxu v Tak ganee. 3TWU HApoAbl HE MPU3HAKOTCHA Kak
CyObeKkTbl, BHOCALUNE BaXHbI CaMOCTOSTENbHbIN BKNag B 3KOHOMMUYECKYHO, KyNbTYPHYIO W
NONUTMYECKYI0 TKaHb obuiecTtBa. OHM nogBepralTcsa LeneHanpasneHHon accumunsauun. MNpu
3TOM Ha MeXOyHapoOHOM YPOBHE perynsipHoO nponaraHaupyeTca NOXHbIA  Te3nuc o
MYNbTUKYNbTypanuame. Spkoe nposiBieHne accuMunsauMuM - OuHamMuka oduumnanbHOM
yncrneHHocTn Hapogoe AsepbGanmxkaHckon Pecnyonukn. C 1989 no 2019 rog 4MCneHHoOCTb
nes3rMH B 3TOW CTpaHe yMeHbluunacb 6onee 4em Ha 2 npoueHTa, a TIpoK asepbangxaHueB
Bblpocna Ha 62 npoueHTa. lNMpumep rpyboro HapyLleHnst NpaB Hapo4a - 3aKpbiTas yxe 5 net co
cTopoHbl AsepbangkaHckon Pecnybnukm cyxonyTHas rpadHvua. [lpeanorom cCnyXuMT OaBHO
3aKOHYMBLUMINCA BO BCEM MWpe BMPYC KOBMAA, a pearnbHble MOTUBbI OduUUManbHO He
ornawatotcs. OgHa 4YacTb Hapoga oTopBaHa OT Apyron. YTobbl BUAETLCA C POACTBEHHMKOM Ha
apyrom Gepery norpaHudHon pekum Camyp, Ha CBOEN MCTOPUYECKOW 3emrle, Ne3rvH OOJDKEH
nepenetetb 1000 knnomeTpoB 1 npnobpectn 6acHOCNOBHO Ooporne aBMabuneTbl B CTONULY
cTpaHbl Bbaky unm n3 Hee. CobniogeHne npaB HETUTYNbHbIX HapogoB AsepbanaykaHCKON
Pecnybnukn HOCUT HOMWHanNbHbLIN XapakTep. [penogaBaHne sI3bIKOB 3TMX HAPOAOB B LUKOMax
Begetca B dopme bakynbTtatmBa. HeT noaroTtoBkM yuuTenen, HeT yyebHbIXx nocobui, HeT
rocygapctBeHHoro gpuHaHcmpoBaHms CMU Ha ux A3bikax, NOYMTU He BbIAENAITCA cpeacTsa Ha
noaaepXkKy KynbTypbl U CaMOObLITHOCTM 3TUX HApPOAOB. OTUX A3bIKOB HET B MNyGrMYHOM
NpOCTPaHCTBe, 3anpelieHo pasMmelleHne ykasaTenenh U BblBECOK Ha Hux. [pecneaytorca
Ne3rMHckne OOLEeCTBEHHbIE aKTUBUCTbI, OEATENU KynbTypbl, UcTopukui. MM npucyxapatotcs
pearibHble THOPEMHbIE CPOKM MO NOXHbIM 06BUHEHUAM. C 90 x rogoB 20 Beka akTUBHO MeEHSIETCS
TOMOHMMWKA B panoOHax MPOXMBAHWSA KOPEHHbIX HapogoB. Bnactu cTpaHbl CTuparwT uX
nctopmyeckyto namatb. CoBpemMeHHasi HecTabunbHasa cuTyaumsi B MMpe daeT BO3MOXHOCTb
Bnactsim AsepbanmkaHckon PecnyOnmnkn yckopuTb TIOPKM3aLMIO CTPaHbI.

bnarogapto Bac.



