Latvian Human Rights Committee

Chair, | represent Latvia’s Russian-speaking community. Russian is the native language
of approximately 37 percent of the country’s population. As of this year, education in
Russian, which had existed in Latvia for almost 250 years, has been completely
abolished, including in private schools and kindergartens. Russian is prohibited both as
a language of instruction and even as a subject in the core curriculum. Amendments are
being promoted that would prohibit the use of Russian in hospitals, social services, the
police, and schools, even during breaks. A petition calling for the deportation of people
deemed disloyal and for the deprivation of citizenship is under consideration. Hate speech
by politicians and the media has become a shocking norm. Threats and incitement to
hatred are heard in public places and online. Starting next year, Russian-language
programs on public media will be shut down. A higher tax is being introduced for the
Russian-language press. Monuments to those who fought against fascism and other
significant sites have been demolished. The category of non-citizens still exists—nearly
200,000 people without voting rights. Thousands of former Latvian non-citizens who
acquired Russian citizenship are at risk of deportation because of a language
examination. The majority are over 65 years old. Members of the community, activists,
and politicians are facing criminal prosecution, including prolonged detention without trial.
Recommendations issued by international organizations remain unimplemented. All of
this undermines trust, destroys social cohesion, and is leading to very serious
consequences. Our recommendations are as follows:

1) ensure implementation of the recommendations issued by UN Treaty Bodies over
the past eight years;

2) review laws restricting the use of minority languages in all spheres of life;

3) stop and prevent deportations and politically motivated persecution.

Thank you.



Mpeacematenb, s NpeacTaBrnsilo pycckoe s3blkoBoe coobuwiectBo JlatBun. Pycckuii a3bIK
SIBMSIETCA POAHbLIM ANsi NpUMepHO 37 NPOLEHTOB HaceneHnst ctpaHbl. C 3TOro roga NosiHOCTbIO
NMKBMANPOBaAHO 0Opa3oBaHMe Ha PyCCKOM si3blKe, cyliecTBoBasLuee B JlatBun novtn 250 ner, B
TOM 4MCre B YaCTHbIX WIKOMax M OeTckux cagax. Pycckum 3anpeleH n Kak s3blk 0byyeHus, u
Jaxe Kak npegmeTr B OCHOBHOW nporpamme. [lpoasuratoTcss nornpasky, 3anpeldarouime
NCnornb30BaHNE PYCCKOro sidblka B 60MnbHMUAX, coumnanbHbIX Cnyxbax, Nonmuun 1 B LUKONax gaxe
Ha nepemeHax. PaccmaTpuBaeTcs NeTUUMS O BbIChIIIKE HEMOAMNbHbLIX U NMULLEHUN rpaXkaaHcTBa.
£A3blk HEHaBUCTN CO CTOPOHbI MOMNIUTMKOB U Meamna cTarn LWOKMPYoLLE HOPMOW. B o6 eCcTBEHHbIX
MeCTax W OHNarH 3By4YaT yrposbl U pasxuraHme HeHasucTu. Co cnegylowero roga 3akpbiBaroT
pycckme nporpammbl B obuiectBeHHbix CMW. [Ina npeccbl Ha pycCKOM BBOAMTCS MOBbILIEHHbIN
Harnor. CHeceHbl NaMATHMKM ©opuam ¢ aliM3mom 1 gpyrme 3aHaunmble 06bekTbl. CoxpaHaeTcs
Kkateropus HerpaxaaH - no4ytn 200 Tbicay nogen 6e3 nsbupatenbHbiX NpaB. ThiCA4n ObIBLLMX
HerpaxgaH JlaTBun, B3aBLIMX rpaxaaHCcTBO P®, HaxogaTcs nog yrposon genoptaumm us-3a
S13bIKOBOrO 3K3amMeHa. bonbLKWHCTBO - nogun ctaplle 65 net. MgeTt yronosHoOe npecnegoBaHne
npeacraBuMTenen OOLLMHbI, aKTUBMCTOB U MOMUTUKOB, BKMOYasi ANUTENbHOE cofepxaHue bes
npuroeopa. PekomeHgauum mMexayHapOAHbIX OpraHvM3aumi OCTalTCs HEBbINONHEHHbIMU. Bce
3TO NoApbiBaeT AOBEPME, pa3pyLUaeT coLmarnbHY CNITOYEHHOCTb M BEAET K O4EHb HEMPUSTHLIM
nocneacTeusM. Hawm pekomeHpaumm: nepBoe - 00ecneyYuTb BbIMOSHEHWE pPEeKOMeHAaLui
OOroOBOPHbIX OpraHoB nocnegHux 8 net. 2 - NEepecMOTPeTb 3aKOHbl, OrpaHMyYnBaroLLInNe
NCNoONb30BaHME NA3bIKOB MEHbLLUMHCTB BO BCEX cdepax. 3 - OCTaHOBUTb M He A0NyCTUTb
genopTauumn 1 NoNMTUYECKN MOTMBUPOBAHHOIO npecnenoBanus. Cnacubo.



