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68/207. Sustainable tourism and sustainable development
in Central America

The General Assemhly

Recalling all relevant resolutions of the General Assembiythis matter, in
particular its resolutio56/1960f 22 December 2011,

Recalling alsothe Manila Declaration on World Tourishthe Rio Declaration
on Environment and Developménand Agenda 2f,the Amman Declaration on
Peace through Tourism? the Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable
Developmentand the Plan of Implementation of the World Sumonit Sustainable
Development (Johannesburg Plan of Implementatfahg Declaration of Barbadbs
and the Programme of Action for the Sustainable é&eyment of Small Island
Developing State8the Mauritius Declaratiochand the Mauritius Strategy for the
Further Implementation of the Programme of Action the Sustainable Development
of Small Island Developing StatéSthe Istanbul Declaratiol,the Programme of
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Action for the Least Developed Countries for thecBee 2011-2028 and the
outcome document of the special event to followeffiorts made towards achieving
the Millennium Development Goals,

Recalling furtherthe outcome document of the United Nations Confeeeon
Sustainable Development, entitled “The future wentvd*

Welcomingthe ongoing efforts made by Member States andthiéed Nations
system in the elaboration of the post-2015 develepnagenda,

Recognizinghe important role of sustainable tourism as aitpasinstrument
towards the eradication of poverty, the protectioh the environment and the
improvement of quality of life and its contributioto the three dimensions of
sustainable development, especially in developiogndries,

Emphasizingthat sustainable tourism in Central America is rass-cutting
issue with close linkages to other sectors, geesrdatade opportunities and is a
fundamental pillar of regional integration and amgme of social and economic
development, income, investment and hard curremadytherefore contributes to the
achievement of the Millennium Development Goals,

Stressingthat poverty eradication through tourism with &de on ecotourism,
community-based tourism and micro- and small busses in the tourism supply
chain is a key objective in the strategic plannaighe Central American countries,

Acknowledgingthe objectives, efforts and achievements of therrikech
Process on sustainable consumption and productiahod the Global Partnership
for Sustainable Tourism,

Acknowledging with appreciatiorthe processes called for in the outcome
document of the United Nations Conference on Soatde Development that are now
under way, including the Open Working Group on 8irsible Development Goals,

Recallingthe Joint Declaration, the Plan of Action and tlexlaration of 2012
as the Year of Sustainable Tourism in Central Aeeeriadopted in San Salvador on
22 July 2011, and the Declaration of the Centralefiman Tourism Council, adopted
at its eighty-second meeting, held in Guanacastst&LRica, on 7 July 2011,

Noting the outcomes of the Forum on Tourism, Sustaingbiéind Climate
Change in Central America, held from 11 to 13 AR@13 in La Ceiba, Honduras,
under the auspices of the World Tourism Organizgtibhe Central American
Commission on Environment and Development, the ¢mimerican Integration
System and the Forests of the World organizatiomorag others,

1. Takes noteof the report submitted by the Secretary-Genedgling into
account the reports prepared by the World Tourisma@ization®®

2.  Notesthe ongoing efforts of the Governments of CentAaherica, in
coordination with the Central American Commissioor fEnvironment and
Development, in the implementation of existing amelw programmes designed to
launch and promote sustainable tourism throughbatrégion;

2 bid., chap. II.
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3.  Welcomesthe adoption of the principles of sustainable tsmur by the
Central American Tourism Integration Secretariabheeptualized by the Global
Sustainable Tourism Council of the World Tourismg@nmization through its Global
Sustainable Tourism Criteria to serve as the frabr&wfor tourism development,
which are expressed in the strategic plan for snatde development, 2009-2013,
developed by the Central American Tourism IntegnatSecretariat, capturing the
region’s vision of itself as an integrated, sussdle, multi-location destination of
high quality;

4. Notes the valuable role of international cooperation hwitelevant
partners in the implementation of various projeaisied at promoting sustainable
tourism in the region, including by strengtheningo®wurism, rural tourism and
colonial cities tourism;

5. Also notesthe existing joint initiatives designed and implemed to
stimulate regional tourism integration, such asNeyan World regional brand;

6. Welcomesthe progress made by the Central American countiie
converging on a regional tourism strategy based ammserving the region’s
biodiversity and natural and cultural attractionseducing poverty through
employment and entrepreneurial tourism developnteait emphasizes the micro- and
medium-sized enterprises that dominate the industdgressing climate change and
using tourism as a tool to improve the qualityié¢ bf the region’s inhabitants;

7. Notesthe progress made by the Central American Touristagration
Secretariat in promoting an action plan for tourisnd climate change, as a
component of the regional strategy on climate cleamwgth support from the Central
American Commission for Environment and Developmewhich contemplates
actions to reduce vulnerability in the tourism secand foster climate change
adaptation and mitigation;

8. Welcomesthe actions taken with the aim of establishing tB&bal
Observatory of Sustainable Tourism network in theeXicas, which may well serve
as a model for the rest of the region and the Ansxiin using data on sustainable
tourism for improving policies and offering capaehuilding to enhance the
sustainability of destinations;

9. Recognizeshe need to support sustainable tourism actividied relevant
capacity-building efforts that promote environmdntawvareness, conserve and
protect the environment, respect wildlife, florajodiversity, ecosystems and
cultural diversity and improve the welfare and lih@ods of local communities by
supporting their local economies and the human aatural environment as a
whole;

10. Also recognizesthe opportunities for promoting sustainable tonris
activities through the programme on sustainablerismn and its component on
ecotourism under the 10-year framework of programmen sustainable
consumption and production patterns;

11. Stressesthe need to promote the further development oftasoable
tourism, in particular through the consumption asinable tourism products and
services, to strengthen the development of ecosouri building on the
implementation of the declaration of 2012 as thearYef Sustainable Tourism in
Central America, while maintaining the culture aedvironmental integrity of
indigenous and local communities and enhancing ghatection of ecologically
sensitive areas and the natural heritage, and tmmpte the development of
sustainable tourism and capacity-building in ortkecontribute to the strengthening
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of rural and local communities and micro- and madisized enterprises, taking into
account the need to address, inter alia, the chgds of climate change and the
need to halt the loss of biodiversity;

12. Also stresseshe need for enhanced support for sustainableigour
activities and relevant capacity-building in devglng countries, in order to
contribute to the achievement of sustainable dguakent;

13. Encouragesgiving appropriate consideration to the issue wdtainable
tourism in the elaboration of the post-2015 develept agenda;

14. Welcomesthe efforts of the World Tourism Organization, thmited
Nations Environment Programme, the United Natiomsnf@rence on Trade and
Development, the United Nations Educational, Sdfenaind Cultural Organization
and the Conference of the Parties to the ConventinnBiological Diversity to
promote sustainable tourism worldwide;

15. Invites States Members of the United Nations and othekedtalders and
the World Tourism Organization to continue to suppbe activities undertaken by
the Central American countries for the promotionresponsible and sustainable
tourism in the region, in the context of emergemegparedness and mitigation of
and response to natural disasters, as well as &padaty-building, in order to
achieve the internationally agreed development gdnl extending the benefits of
tourism to all sectors of society, in particulaetmost vulnerable and marginalized
groups of the population;

16. Encourages the Central American countries, through the Cdntra
American Tourism Council and the Central Americarouiism Integration
Secretariat, to continue to support sustainablerisou with policies that foster
responsive and inclusive tourism, strengthen reglioientity and protect the
natural and cultural heritage, especially their®g&ems and biodiversity, and notes
that existing initiatives, such as the Global Parship for Sustainable Tourism,
among other international initiatives, can delivdirect and focused support to
Governments to this end;

17. Also encouragesthe Central American countries to share their
experiences on sustainable tourism aimed at cautiri to poverty alleviation for
the benefit of all countries;

18. Requestdhe Secretary-General to report to the GenerakAddy at its
seventieth session on developments related to niy@eimentation of the present
resolution, taking into account the reports preparey the World Tourism
Organization in this field.

71st plenary meeting
20 December 2013




