UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A 52/ 477

16 Cctober 1997

ENGLI SH

ORI A NAL: ENG.I SH AND FRENCH

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 112 (b)

HUVAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS: HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG
ALTERNATI VE APPROACHES FOR | MPROVI NG THE EFFECTI VE ENJOYMENT
OF HUMAN RI GHTS AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOVS

Elimnation of All Fornms of Religious Intolerance

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral

The Secretary-CGeneral has the honour to transmit to the nenbers of the
Ceneral Assenbly the interimreport on the elimnation of all forns of religious
i ntol erance, prepared by M. Abdel fattah Anor, Special Rapporteur of the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights, in accordance with General Assenbly resolution 51/93
of 12 Decenber 1996.

97-27681 (E) 031197 /...



A 52/ 4
Englis
Page 2

V.

77
h
ANNEX

Interimreport on the elimnation of all forns of religious

i nt ol erance prepared by the Special Rapporteur of the

Commi ssion on Human Rights in accordance with Genera

Assenbly resolution 51/93
CONTENTS
Par agr aphs

I NTRODUCTI ON . ..o e e e e e e e 1 6
INSITUWVISITS AND THEIR FOLLOMUP ... ................ 7 17
DEVELOPMENT OF A CULTURE OF TOLERANCE ................ 18 23
STATUS OF COVMUNI CATI ONS SENT SI NCE THE FI FTY- THI RD
SESSION OF THE COVM SSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS ... ......... 24 61
CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOVMENDATIONS . ... .. oo e 62 93
A. Aspects of freedomof religion and belief ........ 63 78
B. Protection and pronotion of freedom of religion

and belief ... .. . . . . 79 89
C. Strengthening of the mandate of the Specia

Rapport eur . ... ... 90 93

Page
3

3

16

17

19

21



A 52/ 477

Engl i sh
Page 3
. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. At its forty-second session, the Conmission on Human Ri ghts decided, in

resol ution 1986/20 of 10 March 1986, to appoint for one year a specia
rapporteur to exam ne incidents and governnmental action in all parts of the
world inconsistent with the provisions of the Declaration on the Elimnation of
Al'l Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief, and
to recommend renedi al nmeasures for such situations.

2. In accordance with the ternms of that resolution, the Special Rapporteur
submitted his first report to the Commission at its forty-third session.? His
mandat e was extended for one year by resolution 1987/15 of 4 March 1987, adopted
at the sanme session of the Conmmi ssion

3. From 1988 onwards, the Special Rapporteur submtted yearly reports to the
Commission.? Inits resolutions 1988/55, 1990/27 and 1992/17, the Conmi ssion

twi ce decided to extend the Special Rapporteur's mandate for two years, and then
for three years until 1995.

4. After the resignation of M. Angelo Vidal d' Al neida R beiro, the Chairman
of the Conmm ssion appointed M. Abdelfattah Anmor as Special Rapporteur. The
latter submitted his reports® to the Conmi ssion on Human Rights at its fiftieth,
fifty-first, fifty-second and fifty-third sessions. By its resolution 1995/23
of 24 February 1995, the Comm ssion decided to extend the Special Rapporteur's
mandate for three years.

5. Pursuant to Ceneral Assenbly resolutions 49/188 of 23 Decenber 1994 and
50/ 183 of 22 Decenber 1995, the Special Rapporteur submtted interimreports to
the Assenbly at its fiftieth and fifty-first sessions (A/50/440 and A/ 51/542).

6. This report is submtted pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 51/93 of

12 Decenber 1996. The Speci al Rapporteur has exanmined in situ visits and their
foll owup, the devel opnent of a culture of tolerance and the status of

conmmuni cations since the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

[1. INSITU VISITS AND THEI R FOLLOW UP

7. Since taking up his appointnment, the Special Rapporteur has sought to
strengthen the in situ visit activities he carries out under his mandate.

8. To recapitul ate, since 1994 the Special Rapporteur has carried out the
foll ow ng m ssions:

(a) Visit to China in Novenmber 1994 on the initiative of China;*
(b) Visit to Pakistan in June 1995 at the invitation of Pakistan;?®

(c) Visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran in Decenber 1995 on the
initiative of Iran;®
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(d) Visit to Greece in June 1996 at the invitation of G eece
(A/ 51/ 542/ Add. 1) ;

(e) Visit to the Sudan in Septenber 1996 at the invitation of the
Governnent of the Sudan and pursuant to General Assenbly resol ution 50/197 of
22 Decenber 1995 and Conmi ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1996/ 73;

(f) Visit to India in Decenmber 1996 at the invitation of India;”

(g) Visit to Australia in February-Mrch 1997 at the invitation of
Australia (report to be submtted to the Conm ssion on Human Rights at its next
sessi on);

(h) Visit to Germany in Septenber 1997 at the invitation of Germany
(ibid).

9. These visits enable the Special Rapporteur to gather information on

al l egations and on incidents, norns and actions that are or appear to be
inconsistent with the provisions of the 1981 Declaration, and also to anal yse
and publicize the positive experiences and initiatives of States pursuant to the
rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the Commi ssion on Hunan Ri ghts

10. Requests for visits to Turkey and Viet Nam (in 1995) and to Indonesia and
Mauritius (in 1996) have thus far proved fruitless. Despite rem nder letters,
Turkey continues to ignore the Special Rapporteur's request. Viet Nam despite
correspondence indicating that the Vietnanese authorities woul d consider the
Speci al Rapporteur's request, has not responded with a final decision. The
Speci al Rapporteur wishes to remind both States of the inportance he attaches to
his visiting themas soon as possible in a spirit of strengthening dial ogue and
devel opi ng cooperation

11. Avrequest for a visit was also sent to Israel in 1997, but no reply has so
far been received. |In terns of future visits, the Special Rapporteur is to
travel to the United States of Anmerica at the invitation of that country at a
date that should soon be set.

12. In parallel with these visits, the Special Rapporteur has sought to set a
foll owup procedure in motion. To this end, letters were sent in 1996 to the
Per manent M ssions of China, the Islamc Republic of Iran and Pakistan to the
United Nations O fice at Geneva (A/51/542, annex 1), and in 1997 to the

Per manent M ssions of Greece, India and the Sudan (A/52/477/Add. 1), to obtain
their comments and any information on actions undertaken or planned by the
authorities concerned to inplenment the Special Rapporteur's recommendati ons.

13. The Chinese authorities replied in 1996 (A/51/42, annex I1) and the

Paki stan authorities in 1997 (A 52/477/ Add.1). The Sudan al so replied very
qui ckly, and it should be noted that cooperation has been excellent since the
Speci al Rapporteur's visit to that country (ibid), a fact which should be
enphasi zed and appl auded.
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14. The lranian authorities have not sent any replies since 1996 but have

al ways cooperated with the Special Rapporteur, specifically in several rounds of
consultations in Geneva. During the nost recent consultations, in August 1997,
and following the presidential elections in the Islamc Republic of Iran, the
Speci al Rapporteur has had the feeling that cooperation with that country on the
foll owup procedure coul d soon get under way.

15. The Speci al Rapporteur has al so received cooperation from G eece and |ndia
and awaits their replies to his followup letter

16. The Special Rapporteur wishes to thank all States concerned for their
favourabl e reactions to the foll owup procedure begun in 1996, and particularly
t hose whi ch have responded fornally.

17. Lastly, the Special Rapporteur calls on all States to accede, pursuant to
the resolutions of the Comm ssion on Human Rights and the General Assenbly to
requests for visits and for followup to those visits.

I11. DEVELOPMENT OF A CULTURE OF TOLERANCE

18. Education can make a decisive contribution to the internalization of val ues
based on human rights and to the energence anong both individuals and groups of
tol erant and non-discrimnatory attitudes and behaviour. It thus contributes to
the dissemination of a culture of human rights.

19. As an essential conponent of the educational system schools can provide a
fertile and vital environnent for lasting progress in the pronotion of tolerance
and non-discrimnation in matters of religion or belief.

20. The Special Rapporteur therefore decided to conduct a survey in 1994 by
neans of a questionnaire addressed to States on problens relating to freedom of
religion and belief fromthe standpoint of the curricula and textbooks of
primary or basic and secondary educational institutions.® The results of the
survey woul d make it possible to draw up an international school strategy to
conbat all forms of intolerance and discrimnation based on religion or belief,
whi ch could centre on the el aboration and inplenentation of a comon ni ni mum
programe of tol erance and non-di scrim nation

21. The Special Rapporteur received replies fromthe followi ng 79 States:

Al bani a, Algeria, Andorra, Argentina, Arnenia, Austria, Bahrain, Belarus, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Chile, China, Colonbia, Cbte

d' Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Denmark, DOjibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, France,
Germany, Cuatenala, the Holy See, Honduras, India, Indonesia, lIraqg, Ireland,
Israel, Italy, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lesotho, Liechtenstein, Luxenmbourg, Mli, the
Marshal | |slands, Mauritius, Mexico, Mrocco, Nam bia, Nauru, the Netherlands,
New Zeal and, N caragua, N ger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, the

Phi | i ppi nes, Portugal, the Republic of Korea, Romania, Saint Lucia, San Marino,
Senegal , Singapore, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the fornmer
Yugosl av Republic of Mcedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, the United

Ki ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of Anerica,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam Yugoslavia and Zanbi a.
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22. Recalling Conm ssion on Human Rights resol ution 1994/18, whi ch encouraged
t he Speci al Rapporteur to examne the contribution that education could make to
the nore effective pronotion of religious tol erance, and Conm ssion resol utions
1995/ 23 and 1996/ 23 and General Assenbly resol ution 50/183, which stressed the
i nportance of education in inculcating tolerance in matters of religion and
belief, the Special Rapporteur deplores the lack of financial and human
resources available to himto inplenment these resol utions.

23. Once again he urges the Ofice of the United Nati ons H gh Comm ssioner for
Human Rights to show a real willingness to make a m ni mum of resources avail abl e
for the religious intolerance nandate, so that the vol um nous information
received fromthe States |isted above can eventually, once the current
processing is conpleted, be anal ysed and put to use for their intended purpose.

V. STATUS OF COMMUNI CATI ONS SENT SI NCE THE FI FTY- THI RD
SESSI ON OF THE COWM SSI ON ON HUMAN RI GHTS

24. This report on the status of conmmuni cations and replies concerns
comuni cations sent since the fifty-third session of the Comm ssion on Human
Ri ghts, the replies or absence of replies from States and | ate replies.

25. Since the fifty-third session of the Conm ssion, the Special Rapporteur has
addressed communi cations to 48 States: Afghani stan, Al bania, Angola, Arnenia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brunei Darussal am

Bul garia, China (3), the Conpbros, the Czech Republic, Egypt, Gabon, GCeorgi a,
Greece, India, Islamc Republic of Iran, Iraq (2), Israel, Kuwait, Latvia
Mauritania, Mngolia, Myzanbique, Myanmar, Nepal, N caragua, N geria, Oman,

Paki stan, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, the Russian Federation (2), Singapore,

Sl ovakia (2), Somalia, the Sudan, Switzerland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago,
Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam and Yeren.

26. Anong these communications, urgent appeals were addressed to China and the
United Arab Emrates. The urgent appeal addressed to China was a call for
information regarding the detention of Yulo Dawa Tsering, a Tibetan nonk, whom
the Special Rapporteur had consulted during his visit to China in 1995.° The
Chi nese Governnent replied as foll ows:

"M. Yulo Dawa Tsering, aged 66, fromthe Dazi county (Lhasa) is a bonze at

the Garden Tenple in Lhasa (Tibet). 1In 1959, he was sentenced to life
i nprisonment for having participated in rebel novenents, but was granted a
speci al pardon in 1979. 1n 1987 he was sentenced to 10 years' inprisonnent

for incitement to acts of subversion ainmed at overthrow ng the CGovernnent
and dividing the nation. He was paroled for good behavi our on

6 Novenber 1994 (his parole |lasted until 15 Decenber 1995). The | ocal area
comittee helped himto find work. Now that his parole is over, M. Yulo
enjoys all the civil rights set forth in the Chinese Constitution. He is
in good health and lives in good conditions. The Special Rapporteur's
letter states that M. Yulo is currently under house arrest and deprived of
his right to freedom of novenent, expression and religion. That is not
true."
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27. The urgent appeal addressed to the United Arab Emrates was |ikew se a
rem nder, concerning the case of M. Elie Dib Ghalib, a Christian who was
arrested and all egedly subjected to ill-treatnment because he had narried a
Muslim On 29 Cctober 1996 a court declared his marriage null and void and
sentenced M. Ghalib to 39 | ashes and a year's inprisonment for imoral nmarita
relations. The United Arab Emrates replied that the trial had been conducted
in accordance with the provisions of the Shariah and the | aw and stated that
"all are equal before the Shariah, the Constitution and the law' and that there
had been no discrimnation on the grounds of belief or nationality.

28. Based on the analysis of the comunications, the following is a very
general classification of the communities which have all egedly been the victins
of violations of religious freedom

(a) Christianity: Afghanistan, Angola, Arnenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, China, Egypt, CGeorgia, India, lraq, Mzanbi que, Myanmar, Nepal
Qat ar, Paki stan, Romani a, the Sudan, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, the United
Arab Em rates and Uzbeki stan

(b) Islam Afghani stan, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovi na, (eece, lraq
Qat ar and Uzbeki st an;

(c) Buddhism China and Viet Nam

(d) COher religions, religious groups and religious conmmunities:

(i) Ahmadis: Pakistan;

(ii) Baha'is: Iran

(iii) Jehovah's Wtnesses: Arnenia, Bulgaria, Gabon, Georgia, Latvia,
Romani a, Singapore and Sl ovaki a;

(iv) Hare Krishna: Arnenia;

(v) Al religions, all religious groups and religious comunities except
the official or State religion or the predonm nant religion: Brune
Darussal am the Conoros, Israel, Kuwait, Mauritania, N caragua, QOran,
t he Russi an Federation, Somalia, Thailand and Yenen;

(vi) Al religions, all religious groups and religious comunities:
Ni geri a.

29. On the basis of an analysis by topic, the communicati ons can be divided
into six categories.

30. The first category concerns violations of the principles of non-
discrimnation in matters of religion and belief:

(a) It involves allegations concerning discrimnatory policies and/or
legislation in regard to religion and belief:
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(i) In Myanmar, Christians fromthe state of Chin are alleged to be
victins of a discrimnatory policy;

(ii) In the Russian Federation, provincial |legislation and regul ations are
said to inpose restrictions on the activities of religious mnorities.
Simlarly, reports suggest that without President B. N Yeltsin's
veto, the adoption of the "Law on Freedom of Consci ence and on
Rel i gi ous Associ ations" on 23 June 1997 woul d have undermi ned the
official recognition of religious groups and religious communities not
bel onging to the Russian Othodox Church and restricted their
activities. However, it is inportant to note that this | aw was
definitively adopted in Septenber 1997;

(iti) In Kuwait, citizenship is allegedly denied to non-Mislins;

(iv) In Brunei Darussalam the Conoros, Kuwait, Mauritania, Oran, Qatar,
Sonmal i a, Uzbeki stan and Yenen, non-Mislins are said to face a nunber
of religious restrictions (see (d) bel ow;

(b) Oher exanples of violations of the principle of non-discrimnation
are found in allegations concerning refusal to grant official recognition to
certain religious groups and religious communities (Azerbaijan, Georgia, Latvia
and Uzbeki st an);

(c) There are also reports of |egal bans against certain religious groups
and religious comunities, particularly in the case of the Jehovah's Wtnesses
in Gabon and | ndonesi a;

(d) In Thailand, the textbooks in public schools allegedly provide
i nformati on on Buddhismonly, and thus do not reflect the diversity of religious
sensitivities and affiliations in the country. Certain public schools in some
cantons of Switzerland are said to run courses on the Church of Scientol ogy in
which it is described as a sect. Parents belonging to that Church are said to
have wi shed to opt for private education, but to have been refused permssion to
establish a private school

31. The second category concerns violations of the principle of tolerance in
matters of religion and belief:

(a) In Afghanistan, the extremismof the Taliban afflicts the whol e of
soci ety through all its religious conponents, whether Mislimor non-Mislim
Sone categories of persons may be nore affected than others:

(i) In Afghanistan, wonmen are anong those who suffer the nobst, because of
severe restrictions on their education and enploynment as well as the
obligation to wear what is described as |slamc dress;

(ii) In certain regions of India and Nepal, there have been reports of
i ncidents of intolerance against Christians and Christian converts;

(iti) Inlraqg, Christians can be killed if an imamissues a fatwa to this
effect;
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(b) In Azerbaijan and Bulgaria, a climate of intolerance nmay adversely
affect certain religious mnorities and religious conmunities (Christian
communities in Azerbaijan and the Jehovah's Wtnesses in Bulgaria). |In Ceorgia,
the Orthodox Church is said to try to restrict the activities of other Christian
organi zations, while Ronania is said to be hostile to nmenbers of the Geek
O thodox Church and to the Jehovah's Wtnesses. |In Nicaragua, there is
al |l egedly a canpaign by the Catholic Church to introduce Catholic textbooks in
public schools. These textbooks woul d appear to preach a nmessage of intol erance
towards other religions.

32. It is inportant to renenber that religious intolerance and religious
extrem sm of any kind can occur both within a religion and between religions.

33. The third category concerns violations of freedom of thought, conscience
and religion or belief:

(a) The question of conscientious objection is raised directly:

(i) In Albania the legislation does not provide for alternative service or
other forms of unarned national service for conscientious objectors,
who may be subject to judicial proceedings, fines and inprisonnent.
Exenption frommilitary service may be granted in return for nonetary
paynent, which is a discrimnatory neasure;

(i1) In Belarus and Mongolia, the | aw does not provide for an alternative
to mlitary service;

(iti) In Austria, Portugal, the Czech Republic and Slovakia, there is a
legal tinme limt within which conscientious objectors nust declare
their refusal to undertake mlitary service or apply to do non-
mlitary national service;

(iv) In Austria, Portugal, Mcedonia and Sl ovakia, the duration of
alternative service is such as to nake it appear a form of punishment;

(v) In Slovakia, there have been reports of conscientious objectors being
sent to prison;

(b) The freedomto change one's religion is also being violated

(i) In Qatar and Kuwait, the conversion of a Muslimto another religion is
strictly prohibited and is punishable by death (Kuwait);

(i1) In India and Israel, draft |aws banni ng conversion have been drawn up;
(iti) In Egypt, a Muslimwho converted to Christianity was arrested and was
allegedly interrogated to force himto provide information about the

activities of converts;

(iv) In India, a Hndu who converted to Christianity is said to have been
attacked by Hi ndu extrem sts.
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(v)

(vi)

(c)

one's rel

(i)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

In Iraq, a young Christian wonman was reportedly forced to marry a
Musl i m and convert to Islam

In Myanmar, there are reports that the arny has tried to conduct

canpai gns to convert Christians in the state of Chin to Buddhism |In
one nonastery, children are said to have been forced to repeat
Buddhi st prayers every day and sonme parents are said to have been paid
suns of noney in exchange

The fourth category concerns violations of the freedomto nanifest
gion or belief:

I n Af ghani stan, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, China, Mzanbi que, Myanmar,

Ni geria, the Russian Federation, Turkey and Uzbekistan, there are
all egations that the authorities have inposed controls on or
interfered illegally with the religious activities of all or certain
religious groups or religious communities;

In Georgia and Romani a, the national Orthodox Church is said to have
tried to restrict the activities of other religions and religi ous
groups and religious communities;

In Brunei Darussalam the Conoros, Kuwait, Mauritania, Oran, Qatar,
Sonal i a and Yenen, proselytizing by non-Muslins aimed at Muslinms is
said to be forbidden. |In Azerbaijan, there is reportedly a | aw
forbidding all forns of proselytizing by non-nationals. In Bulgaria,
Jehovah's Wtnesses are said to have been expelled, arrested,
det ai ned, mistreated or convicted because of their proselytizing work;

In Kuwai t, Oman, Uzbekistan and Yemen, the publication of non-Mislim
religious material is said to be prohibited, while the inportation of
such material is forbidden in Brunei Darussalam In N geria, the

br oadcasting of religious programmes and |listening to religious
cassettes are said to be prohibited and puni shable by inprisonnment.
In Mauritania, Christians have all egedly been harassed or even
arrested for distributing Christian literature outside of their
comuni ty;

In Brunei Darussalam the authorities are said to have inposed
restrictions on the teaching of the history of religions and other
subjects related to religion in non-Mislimeducational institutions,
and to require that Islambe taught there. |In Arnmenia, permssion for
a teacher to provide religious instruction is said to depend on the
approval of the national Othodox Church

I n Af ghani stan, non-Mislins are allegedly unable to practise their
religion freely and Muslins are said to be forced to attend Fri day
prayer at the nosque. In Qatar and Kuwait, non-Mislins reportedly
have to restrict the practice of their religion to the confines of
their own hones.
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34. The fifth category concerns violations of the freedomto di spose of
religious property:

(a) In Brunei Darussal amand Kuwait, the authorities are said to have
refused permission to build, enlarge or renovate non-Mislim places of worship.
In Paki stan, a court allegedly transferred ownership of an Ahmadi pl ace of
wor shi p to non-Ahnadis, while in Myanmar, construction of a church was stopped
by the authorities despite the fact that a construction permt had been
obtained. In Geece, a Muslimreligious | eader was purportedly taken to court
and then rel eased after being accused of illegally building a nmosque. In
Azerbaijan, Christians were reportedly driven fromthe establishments where they
were carrying out religious activities. In Georgia and Azerbaijan, Arnenian
O thodox churches are said to have been closed. |n Azerbaijan and the Russian
Federation, religious mnorities are reportedly having difficulty renting roons
to be used as places of worship. |In Bulgaria, in one city, Jehovah's Wtnesses
are apparently banned fromrenting buildings. In Bosnia and Herzegovina and in
Nepal , places of worship are said to have been attacked and even destroyed. In
Paki stan, in Karachi, peaceful denonstrations by Christians protesting against
the destruction of Christian properties including churches were all egedly
suppressed by the police. |In Romania and Georgia, the problemof restitution of
goods and properties confiscated under the former regi me has been raised;

(b) In Turkey, a nunicipality is said to have decided to expropriate part
of a Christian cenetery in order to widen a road despite opposition by a
Christian church. Sonme graves were apparently profaned during that operation;

(c¢) In the Sudan, Christian schools have reportedly been bull dozed;

(d) In CGeorgia and in Singapore, Jehovah's Wtness literature has

al | egedly been confiscated. |n Uzbekistan, the authorities are said to have
confiscated Bibles. |In Nepal, Christian religious material has apparently been
destroyed by H ndus. In Singapore, Jehovah's Wtnesses have all egedly been

penal i zed for possession of their banned literature.

35. The sixth category concerns violations of the right to life, physica
integrity and health of persons (clergy and believers).

36. There have been reports of many cases of harassnment and threats

(Azerbai jan, Romani a and Uzbeki stan); of m streatnent (Afghanistan, Bulgaria,

I slami ¢ Republic of Iran, Pakistan, Romania, United Arab Em rates, Uzbekistan);
of arrests and detentions (Angola, Bulgaria, China, Islamc Republic of Iran,
Paki st an, Uzbeki stan and Viet Nam and even of di sappearances (China, the
Russi an Federation and Uzbeki stan) and nmurders (the |slam c Republic of Iran,
Irag and Pakistan). In the case of China in particular, besides the urgent
appeal , comuni cations have been sent concerning the situation of CGhedin Nyl no,
ei ght years old and recogni zed by the Dalai Lama as the el eventh reincarnation
of the Panchen Lama, as well as allegations of prison sentences for "conspiring
to split the country" and "l eaking State secrets" inposed on Chadrel R npoche (a
Ti betan nonk), his assistant Chanpa Chung and anot her Ti betan named Sandrup who
al | egedly communi cated with the Dalai Lama during the search for the child

rei ncarnation of the Panchen Lama. In the case of lraqg, there have been

al l egations that the security forces have attacked Shiite pilgrins in Karbal a

/...
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and that two Assyro-Chal deans suspected w thout proof of nurdering a Mislim who
abducted their daughter or sister and forced her to marry himand convert to
Islam were murdered. The two Christians were reportedly detained and tortured
to death by a crowd following a fatwa froman imamcalling for such actions. In
the case of Viet Nam a comunication was sent concerning the three bonzes Thich
Tri Tuu, Thich Mai Chanh and Thich Hai Thinh, who are said to be under house
arrest.

37. Wth regard to replies of States to conmuni cations other than urgent
appeal s, the deadline had not expired for 20 States at the time when this report
was witten: Afghanistan, Al bania, Arnmenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus,
China, the Islamc Republic of Iran, lraq, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a, Mongolia, Nepal, N caragua, Pakistan, Portugal, the Russian
Federation, Singapore, Slovakia, the Czech Republic and Trinidad and Tobago.

38. O the 33 States for which the deadline has expired (Angola, Bosnia and
Her zegovi na, Brunei Darussalam Bulgaria, the Conoros, China (2), Egypt, United
Arab Emrates, Gabon, Georgia, Greece, India, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait, Latvia,
Mauritani a, Mbzanbi que, Myannmar, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar, Romania, the Russian
Federation, Slovakia, Sonmalia, Sudan, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Uzbekistan
Vi et Nam and Yenen), eight States have replied (China - see the list of replies
to urgent appeal s given above - Geece, |srael, Qman, Romania (2), Switzerland
United Arab Emrates and Viet Nan).

39. Wth reference to the content of replies, Greece, in response to a

comuni cation summari zed under the fifth category of violations, explained that
construction work on the nosque in the village of Kinmeria (Xanthi) had been
interrupted for the reason that

"The extended baserment as well as the minaret of the nbsque were not
included in the approved construction licence by the conpetent authorities.
The Greek State enforced the | aw by taking the necessary steps to stop
arbitrary construction works. However, after the issuance of a new revised
i cence, the construction work could start again in conformty with the
law ... Yet until today, no application for such a revised construction

i cence has been submtted to the relevant authorities for approval by
those interested in continuing the building".

40. Israel, replying to a communication on a draft |aw banning religious
conversion, stated that since the sources of information had not been
identified, the allegations were vague and the law in question was only a draft,
the request by the Special Rapporteur was neither appropriate nor necessary.

The Speci al Rapporteur infornmed the Permanent M ssion of Israel to the United
Nations O fice at Geneva that his sources of information always remai ned
confidential and that any allegati on was based on nore than one source of
information. He invites Israel to cooperate nore fully with a viewto better
protecting religious freedom

41. Oman, replying to a communicati on summari zed under the first and fifth
categories of violations, pointed out that its |egislation guaranteed freedom of
religion and "religi ous observance"
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42. Romania, in reply to a comrunicati on summari zed under the second, fourth,
fifth and sixth categories of violations, explained its policy on
denocrati zation and respect for the law, including in the area of religion.

"Resol ut e neasures have been taken by the Governnent of Romania, both at
the adm nistrative and | egislative levels, to overcome past injustices and
to guarantee the freedomof religion, as enshrined in the 1991 denocratic
Constitution of Romania and in European and international human rights
instruments to which the country is a party".

Referring to the situation of the Greek Catholic church, the Romani an
authorities stated that the process of restitution of properties confiscated
under the former regi me had been accel erat ed.

"The Upper Chanber of the parliament of Romania - the Senate - has passed
new | egi sl ation on 12 June 1997 providing that the Geek Catholic Church is
to be given back one church building in each locality in which the Othodox
Church has several church buildings and there are |ocal residents of Geek
Cat hol i ¢ denomi nation".

The authorities also stated that they were taking the necessary neasures in
relation to all displays of intolerance. Wth regard to the Jehovah's
Wtnesses, the authorities recalled that they were recognized by | aw and t hat
their activities were protected agai nst any act violating human rights. The
Governnent's Departnent of Religious Affairs in fact adopted on 30 April 1997
"an order addressed to all local public authorities, that recognized their ful
entitlenent to have or build their own adm nistrative buildings or places of
wor shi p".

43. The Speci al Rapporteur wi shes to thank the Romanian authorities in
particular for their very detailed replies, especially the second reply, which
included a first part entitled "Inplenentation of the 1981 Decl arati on"
referring to the "Constitution of Ronmania" and the "internal regulatory
framewor k governing the question of religion"; a second part entitled "The
contribution of education to nore effective pronotion of religious tolerance",
and a third part entitled "Allegations of intolerance by the Othodox clergy
towards religious mnorities: Geek Catholics and Jehovah's Wtnesses"

44, Switzerland, in reply to a communication summarized under the first
category of violations, denonstrated in a careful review, especially of cantona
and federal court decisions, that the menbers of the Church of Scientol ogy were
not treated in a discrimnatory manner in conparison with other religious
comunities, particularly in the area of public and private education
Furthernore, it enphasized that adequate |egal neans existed at the federal and
cantonal |evels, through which the representatives of the Church of Scientol ogy
had been able to secure enforcenment of the rights they were claimng

45. Viet Nam in reply to a communication summari zed under the sixth category
of violations, said that Le Quang Vinh (Thich Tri Tu), Nguyen Chon Tam (Thi ch
Hai Chanh) and Phu Thinh (Thich Hai Thinh) had been rel eased and could freely
carry on their religious activities.
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46. The Speci al Rapporteur addressed renminders to States that had not replied
to comuni cations addressed to themin connection with the fifty-third session
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights: Albania, A geria, Bolivia, Chad, Eritrea,
Georgia, Greece, Israel, Lebanon, Ml aysia, Maldives, Ml dova, N geria,

Paki stan, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Somalia, Tajikistan, the United States of
Anerica, Viet Nam and Yenen

47. Saudi Arabia replied that the Governnent of the Kingdomrespected and

val ued religious freedomin accordance with its laws. |t specified that it was
not opposed to non-Mislins practising their religion in their homes. In
addition to being guaranteed freedomin private Iife and the inviolability of
their honmes, under article 37 of the Constitution Christians have, according to
the authorities, the same status of all other residents of the Kingdom Mislim
or otherwi se. |slamcommands that the people of the Book should be treated with
justice and probity, and they are on an equal footing with Muslinms as to the
rights and duties that stemfromthe social order, in keeping with the Islanmc
doctrine that "their rights are the same as our rights and their
responsibilities are the same as our responsibilities". As for the Shiites, the
authorities maintain that nothing in the Shariah or in the Constitution
establ i shes any distinction between Shiites and non-Shiites. The absence of any
discrimnatory practice against Shiites was |ikew se enphasi zed, as was the fact
that the State punished any departure fromthis policy by isolated individuals.
Regarding the allegation that the wearing of the turban during prayers was
prohibited, the reply was that it would be inconceivable for the Governnent of
the Kingdomto forbid followi ng the exanple of the Prophet hinmself. Lastly, the
al |l egations of discrimnation in educational matters by Sunni Mislinms were
refuted.

48. The Speci al Rapporteur thanks the Saudi Arabian authorities for their
detail ed and cl osely reasoned reply and attaches the highest inportance to their
firmintention to cooperate with himand with all the human rights bodi es.

Their intention deserves to be noted and warm y wel coned.

49. Bolivia explained that, in legal terns, the procedure for registering

non- Catholic religious organizations was not long and costly. It also refuted
the allegation that the holding of non-Catholic religious services was forbidden
in the arny.

50. Malaysia stated that all persons who had bel onged to the Al Argam
novenent, ** now banned, had been rel eased and had asked the Governnent to help
themto counteract the aberrant teachings spread by that novenent.

51. Regarding late replies received after the report to the fifty-third session
of the Conm ssion on Human Rights was conpl eted but before the letters of

rem nder were sent, the States involved were Burundi, China, Cyprus, Ethiopia,
Greece, the Islamc Republic of Iran, Japan, Nepal, Turkey and Yugosl avi a

52. Burundi explained that many of the nurders of religious had had nothing to
do with religious intol erance.

53. China recalled that its legislation and policy guaranteed the protection of
freedomof religion. It stated that
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"Al'l religious organizations in China operate independently, are autononopus
and di ssem nate their teachings, and resist any outside effort to direct
their internal affairs or interfere with them so that Chinese citizens
enj oy guaranteed freedom of religion".

On the subject of the allegations relating to places of worship, the authorities
expl ained that in Shanghai in particular, the bodies responsible for religious
affairs had begun to register all places of worship and that the security

servi ces had searched and cl osed sonme prem ses where nefarious beliefs were
bei ng taught. The allegations regarding the closing of prem ses where religious
instruction was provided were refuted. Buildings were said to have been
destroyed in the town of Wenzhou because they were not in conpliance with the
regul ations. The Chinese authorities also accused the Dalai Lama of agitating
for the independence of Tibet and, with reference to the allegations that nonks
had been arrested and that a nonk fromthe tenple of Ganden had even been
killed, they maintained that the nonks had attacked government officials and
destroyed a police station.

54. Cyprus stated that Salih Askerogul, a Turkish Cypriot who had been
condemed to three years' inprisonment for conscientious objection, released
after serving three quarters of his sentence and then detained again for 24
hours on an arrest warrant to which he had objected, had been awarded financi a
conpensation and that the case was cl osed.

55. FEthiopia, inreply to a comunication alleging religious intolerance

agai nst the Lutheran Church "Mekane Vesus", recalled that its Constitution

guar anteed freedom of religion and freedomto practise one's religion. The

Et hi opi an authorities refuted the allegations that "Mkane Vesus", which was
recogni zed as a | egal person under Ethiopian |aw, had been classified as a sect,
and al so the allegations that the Church's religious | eaders had been arrested.
Attention was drawn to the problem of differences between Othodox believers and
Protestants, a problemthe Governnent clainmed to be addressing by way of human
ri ghts progranmes.

56. G eece stated that Joannes G antzaklides had been exenpted frommlitary
service as a Seventh-Day Adventist mnister, in accordance with article 6 of Act
No. 1763/ 88.

57. The Islamic Republic of Iran, replying to allegations concerning the deaths
of Christian religious |eaders, provided statenents by the Assyro- Chal dean
churches urging that those events not be exploited politically with a viewto
discrediting the Islamc Republic of Iran, and stating that the perpetrators of
the nurders had confessed to the crines.

58. Japan, replying to a comunication alleging that the Subversive

Organi zati on Law had been applied agai nst the organi zati on known as the Suprene
Rel i gious Goup and that the Law was generally having a detrinmental inmpact on
religious mnorities, explained that the legislation in question allowed contro
neasures such as the restriction of activities or the dissolution of

organi zations only when the strict conditions provided for by the | aw were net,
nanmely, the need to defend public health agai nst subversive terrori st
activities. The Japanese authorities stated that investigation had shown that

/...
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the conditions for applying the | aw had been nmet in the case of the "Aum Suprene
Truth" group, which had been responsible for terrorist acts such as the
di ffusion of Sarin gas.

59. In response to a communication alleging that a | aw forbi dding prosel ytism
had been adopted, Nepal stated that there was full freedomof religion, and sent
a copy of article 19 of its Constitution stipulating that

"Every person shall have the freedomto profess and practice his own
religion as handed down to himfromancient tinmes, having due regard to
traditional practices, provided that no person shall be entitled to convert
anot her person fromone religion to another".

60. Turkey stated that non-Muslimmnorities enjoyed the rights guaranteed by
the Treaty of Lausanne and the Turkish Constitution (arts. 10 and 24).
Concerning al |l eged attacks agai nst non-Mislim places of worship, the authorities
i ndicated that investigations were under way in order to bring those responsible
to justice, but that in any event it was a natter of isolated cases. The

al |l egation that properties belonging to the Arnmenian Church on Kizil Andau
(Prince's Island) had been confiscated was not confirmed by the authorities.
Regardi ng the Hal ki Theol ogi cal School, it was recalled that in 1971 its status
had been nodifi ed:

"The Hal ki Theol ogi cal School for H gh Religious Education then becane
devoi d of any l|legal foundation and had to be incorporated into another
appropriate institution operated by the State. As no such institution
existed, it was no |onger possible for the acadeny-I|evel division of the
Hal ki Theol ogi cal School to continue its activities."

Furthernore, the allegation concerning religious discrimnation against the
Alawites was refuted. Regarding the events of July 1993 which had led to the
death of 37 Alawites, it was stated that they had actually invol ved preneditated
provocations by agitators seeking to create a clinmate of terror in Turkey.

61. Yugoslavia, replying to a comunication alleging that conscientious

obj ectors had been convicted and the Jehovah's Wtnesses subjected to

intol erance, gave a detailed outline of its |egal provisions guaranteeing
freedomof religion, especially for the different religious comunities in the
country. It enphasized that intra-religious tolerance was satisfactory, despite
a few isolated incidents.

V. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOVMVENDATI ONS

62. The Speci al Rapporteur w shed to formul ate concl usions and reconmmendati ons
on the status of communications and on certain aspects of religious freedom and
the protection and pronotion of that freedom as well as on the strengthening of
t he Speci al Rapporteur's nandate.
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A. Aspects of freedomof religion and belief

1. Right to have, manifest and practise the religion or
belief of one's choice

63. Wth reference to the six categories of violations resulting fromthe
anal ysis of the communications by topic (see chap. 1V), the Special Rapporteur
wi shes to draw attention to the follow ng

64. Article 1, paragraph 1, of the 1981 Declaration defines the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion as including freedomto have a
religion or whatever belief of one's choice, and freedom either individually or
in conmunity with others and in public or private, to manifest one's religion or
belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. Article 1, paragraph 2,
adds that no one shall be subject to coercion which would inpair his freedomto
have a religion or belief of his choice. Paragraph 3 of the sanme article

subj ects the freedomto manifest one's religion or belief only to such
limtations as are prescribed by | aw and are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or norals or the fundanental rights and freedons of others. The
Speci al Rapporteur also wishes to recall general coment No. 22 (48) adopted on
20 July 1993 by the Human Rights Committee concerning article 18 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which deals with freedom
of thought, conscience and religion. |In its coment, the Conmttee considers
that restrictions on the freedomto nmanifest religion or belief are perm ssible
only if they are prescribed by |aw, are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or norals, or the fundanental rights and freedons of others, and
are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to freedom of thought,
consci ence or religion.

65. Article 6 of the 1981 Declaration lists various freedons which, inter alia,
are inmplied in the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief,
nanely: freedomto worship or assenble in connection with a religion or belief,
and to establish and maintain places for these purposes (see, in particular, the
fifth category, which deals with violations of the freedomto di spose of
religious property); freedomto establish and maintain appropriate charitable or
humani tarian institutions (ibid.); freedomto nmake, acquire and use to an
adequate extent the necessary articles and materials related to the rites or
custons of a religion or belief (see the fourth category, which concerns
violations of the right to manifest one's religion or belief, fifth category);
freedomto wite, issue and dissemnate rel evant publications in these areas
(ibid.); freedomto teach a religion or belief in places suitable for these
purposes (see the first category, which deals with violations of the principle
of non-discrimnation in religion and belief, fourth and fifth categories);
freedomto solicit and receive voluntary financial and other contributions from
i ndividuals and institutions; freedomto train, appoint, elect or designate by
successi on appropriate | eaders called for by the requirenments and standards of
any religion or belief (see the sixth category, which concerns violations of the
right to life, physical integrity and health); freedomto observe days of rest
and to cel ebrate holidays and cerenopnies in accordance with the precepts of
one's religion or belief (see the second category, which concerns violations of
the principle of tolerance in the area of religion and belief, fourth and fifth
categories); and freedomto establish and mai ntain conmmunications with
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i ndi vidual s and communities in matters of religion or belief at the national and
i nternational levels (see the sixth category).

2. Right to change one's religion

66. Referring mainly to the third category of violations and tangentially to
t he second category of violations (India and Nepal), the Special Rapporteur
wi shes to make the following cooments on the right to change one's religion.

67. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights sets forth the
principle according to which everyone has the right to freedom of thought,
consci ence and religion and states clearly that this right includes freedomto
change one's religion or belief and freedom either alone or in comunity with
others and in public or private, to manifest one's religion or belief in

t eachi ng, practice, worship and observance.

68. While the International Convention on the Elimnation of All Forms of
Raci al Discrimnation and the International Covenant on Civil and Politica

Ri ghts are a direct continuation of the Universal Declaration, they do not refer
explicitly to the right to change one's religion

69. Article 18 of the Covenant recognizes in a general way the freedomto have
or to adopt a religion of one's choice. The 1981 Declaration on the Elimnation
of Al Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimnation Based on Religion or Belief
also affirms in a general manner the freedomto have a religion or whatever
bel i ef of one's choice. Like the Covenant, the Declaration does not refer
formally or explicitly to the freedomto change one's religion, although this
shoul d not be understood as an expression of the wish to dilute the content of
the provisions of the Universal Declaration

70. The Vienna Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, while recognizing concerns
about specific circunstances and calling upon national |egislations, strongly
affirmed the universality of human rights.

71. The formal variations that surrounded the recognition and devel opnent of
religious freedomcannot lead to a failure to recognize the right to change
one's religion.

72. Lastly, there are many variations on a single thene that have called into
guestion the foundations of religious freedomand have bol stered the position of
t hose who believe that religious freedom cannot include recognition of the right
to change one's religion

73. It is today acknow edged that religious freedomis inseparable fromthe
freedomto change one's religion.

74. As early as 1986, Elisabeth COdio Bénito wote that, while the provisions of
the 1948 and 1981 Decl arations and of the Covenant were worded differently, they
all had the sane ultinmate objective, nanely, that any person had the right to
renounce a religion or belief and adopt another or adopt none at all. That was,
she added, the inplicit nmeaning of the concept of the right to freedom of
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t hought, conscience, religion and belief, irrespective of the formin which this
concept was expressed.

75. In its general coment No. 22 (48) on article 18 of the Covenant, adopted
on 20 July 1993, the Human Rights Conmittee cones to the same conclusion. The
Comittee observes that the freedomto have or to adopt a religion or a belief
necessarily entails the freedomto choose a religion or belief, including the
right to replace one's current religion or belief with another or to adopt
atheistic views, as well as the right to retain one's religion or belief.

76. The Special Rapporteur therefore wishes to stress, once again, that

religious freedomincludes the right to change one's religion, which is a
| egal |y necessary di nension of that freedom

3. The right of conscientious objection

77. Wth regard to the third category of violations, the Special Rapporteur
wi shes to stress that the right of conscientious objection is a right which is
closely linked with freedom of religion

78. The Special Rapporteur considers it necessary to rem nd States of

Conmi ssi on on Hurman Rights resolution 1989/59, reaffirned several times, which
recogni zes the right of everyone to have conscientious objections to mlitary
service as a legitimte exercise of the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion as laid down in article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as well as article 18 of the International Covenant on Cvil and
Political Rights. The Commi ssion therefore recommends to States with a system
of conpul sory military service, where such provision has not already been nade,
that they introduce for conscientious objectors various forns of alternative
servi ce which should be in principle of a non-conbatant or civilian character
in the public interest and not of a punitive nature. |In its resolution 1984/93
on consci entious objection to mlitary service, the Comm ssion on Hunan Ri ghts
al so called for mninmum guarantees to ensure that conscientious objection status
can be applied for at any tine.

B. Protection and pronotion of freedomof religion and belief

1. Legislation and freedomof religion and belief

79. Wth reference primarily to the first category of violations, and
secondarily to the third and fourth categories of violations, the Specia
Rapporteur wi shes to note the foll ow ng.

80. Article 2 of the 1981 Declaration prohibits discrimnation agai nst anyone,
by any State, institution, group of persons or person, on the grounds of
religion or belief. Intolerance and discrimnation based on religion or belief
are defined in the Declaration as any distinction, exclusion, restriction or
preference based on religion or belief and having as its purpose or as its
effect nullification or inpairnment of the recognition, enjoynent or exercise of
human ri ghts and fundanental freedons on an equal basis.
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81. Article 4 of the Declaration provides that States shall make all efforts to
enact or rescind | egislation where necessary to prohibit any such
discrimnation, and to take all appropriate neasures to conbat intol erance on
the grounds of religion or belief in this matter

82. The Special Rapporteur also wishes to note that the General Assenbly, in
resolution 51/93, and the Conm ssion on Human Rights, in resolution 1997/18,
urged States to establish adequate and effective constitutional and | ega
guarantees to ensure to all, w thout discrimnation, freedom of thought,
conscience, religion and belief, including the provision of effective renedies
in cases where the right to freedomof religion or belief is violated.

83. In this context, the Special Rapporteur had already sent a note verbale to
all States in 1994 drawing their attention to Conm ssion on Human R ghts
resolution 1994/18 relating to his mandate and inviting themto conmmunicate al
new i nformation within the framework of that mandate and any other observations
they might wish to make in that regard. Replies from several Governnents
referred in particular to the relevant constitutions, |laws and regul ations. !

84. The Special Rapporteur will make another request to States in the near
future with a view to obtaining, for the purposes of analysis, taking into

consi deration the 1981 Declaration, the text of the constitution in force or any
other text taking the place of the constitution and the texts of |aws and
regul ati ons regarding freedomof religion and worship.

2. Oher issues

85. The Special Rapporteur once again wishes to stress the inportance of an
inter-faith dialogue in order to conbat all extrem sm whatever religionis
i nvoked, and ensure religious tolerance both internationally and within States.

86. The establishment of firmfoundations for religious tolerance and hence for
the protection and pronotion of freedomof religion and belief will also require
specific action in the sphere of education, as described in chapter IIl1 of this
report. It is essential not sinply to control intolerance and di scrimnation
based on religion or belief but to prevent them by devel oping a cul ture of

tol erance through an international school strategy to conbat all forns of

di scrimnation based on religion or belief.

87. The communi cati ons sent out by the Special Rapporteur, especially the
comuni cati on concerni ng Af ghani stan, raise the question of wormen and religion
The Speci al Rapporteur w shes to stress that the Conm ssion on Human Rights, in
its resolution 1997/18, "urged States, in conformty with internationa
standards of human rights, to take all necessary action to conbat hatred,

i ntol erance and acts of violence, intimdation and coercion notivated by

i ntol erance based on religion, including practices which violate the human

ri ghts of wonen and discrim nate agai nst womren. The Conmi ssion al so stressed
the need for the Special Rapporteur to apply a gender perspective, inter alia,
through the identification of gender-specific abuses, in the reporting process,
including in information collection and in reconmendati ons”.
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88. The Conmi ssion on Human Rights, in its resolution 1997/43 of 11 April 1997
entitled "Integrating the human rights of wonen throughout the United Nations"
al so encouraged the strengtheni ng of cooperation and coordi nati on anong al |
human rights treaty bodi es, special rapporteurs, special procedures and ot her
human ri ghts mechani sns of the Commi ssion and the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities, and requested that they regularly
and systematically take a gender perspective into account in the inplenmentation
of their mandates, including information and qualitative analysis in their
reports on violations of the human rights of wonen.

89. This year, the communications concerning wonen related to Afghani stan,

I ndonesia and lrag. In order to obtain nore information, and in particular
sources of information on the question "wonen and religion", especially wonen
victins of intolerance and discrimnation based on religion and belief, and to
contribute to the pronotion of the rights of wonen, the Special Rapporteur
intends to pay particular attention in future to the status of wonen fromthe
perspective of religion and hopes to receive cooperation from States and

non- gover nmental organi zations in this respect.

C. Strengthening of the nmandate of the Special Rapporteur

90. As indicated in previous reports, an increase in the human, financial and

t echnol ogi cal resources assigned to the mandate is essential both to ensure the
credibility of the activities of the Special Rapporteur and the United Nations

and for the sake of human rights.

91. The initiatives taken by States, intergovernnmental organizations and

non- gover nnent al organi zations in the sphere of freedomof religion and belief
make a useful contribution to the inplenentation of the mandate on religi ous
freedom

92. The Special Rapporteur enphasizes the devel opnent of initiatives and
activities that help, directly or indirectly, to protect and/or pronote
religious freedomand to conbat all fornms of discrimnation and intol erance
based on religion and belief. In that connection, he w shes to single out not
only the activities relating to research and publications, but also the
contribution made by conputerized scientific networks to the protection and
pronotion of religious freedons.

93. Lastly, the Special Rapporteur w shes to thank the States, non-governmenta
organi zations and individuals acting in a personal capacity that have
participated in various ways in the activities relating to the mandate.
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