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[English only]

Questionnaire of the Special Rapporteur on minority issues
to Member States

In answering the questions below, please consider that the term “Roma” “refers to Roma,
Sinti, Kale and Travellers, and aims at covering the wide diversity of groups concerned,
including groups that identify themselves as ‘Gypsies’”, in line with the definition provided
by Human Rights Council resolution 26/4 (attached).

1. Please, provide specific information about the Roma communities living in your country.
What is the estimated size of the Roma population? Are Roma communities concentrated in
certain parts of the country? Please attach any relevant data.

2. Does your State collect socio-economic data such as poverty and unemployment rates,
healthcare data, living conditions, educational levels, income levels or rates of economic
participation disaggregated by different population groups, including Roma? What does
such data reveal in regard to the situation of Roma? Please, attach relevant data if available.
In the absence of such data what is the source of information your State relies upon to
develop various measures and programmes for Roma inclusion?

3. Is there any ongoing national policy/strategy/action plan to ensure Roma inclusion in the
political, social, economic and cultural life of your country? If so, please explain how these
measures are developed, designed, implemented, monitored and evaluated in consultation
with, and with the effective participation of Roma, including Roma women. If your State
has already reported on similar issues to other international or regional organisations, please
share existing relevant reports and/or documentation.

4. How strategies or policy measures for inclusion take into systematic consideration the
specific conditions, situations and needs of Roma women, including in the areas of access to
adequate education, healthcare and reproductive rights? Please attach the most relevant
information including, if applicable, specific measures taken to combat segregation and/or
multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination faced by Roma women, as well as the
main measurable achievements in these areas.

5. Is there any available information and data about violence against Roma population,
especially women and children? If yes, what are the different forms of violence they
experience and what measures have been taken to assist, protect, and compensate the
victims?

6. Has your Government identified the main priority areas for Roma inclusion? If yes, what
are the main goals? Please provide relevant details in this respect, as well as an estimate of
funds allocated on measures relating to national strategies and policies for Roma inclusion.

7. Does your Government monitor progress made in the area of Roma inclusion in the
political, social, economic and culture life of the State? If so, what are the visible and
measurable achievements of various efforts undertaken for Roma inclusion? Please provide
details.

8. In the Government’s view, if there are still persistent disparities among Roma and other
population groups, what were the failures and what are the ongoing challenges to close the

38



A/HRC/29/24

39

gap and achieve full inclusion of Roma? In which areas is there the biggest need to step up
efforts?

9. Is Roma history and culture part of the national curriculum? Is the International Roma
Day celebrated and if yes, how?

10. What channels for articulating, aggregating, and representing the interests of Roma,
including through body/institution/unit or other establishments do exist in your country? If
applicable, please indicate how such initiatives include staff or representatives from Roma
communities.

Please provide any additional information relevant to Roma population that may be
informative to the work of the Special Rapporteur on minority issues and the OHCHR.
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Annex 11

Member States that responded to the questionnaire

Albania,” Argentina,” Belarus,” Bosnia and Herzegovina,” Cyprus, Ecuador,” Estonia,
Georgia,” Germany,” Greece, Guatemala,” Hungary,” Ireland,” Kuwait,” Latvia,”

Mauritania,” Montenegro, Portugal, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Slovenia, Spain, United Kingdom,
Uzbekistan.”

* Questionnaire received after deadline.
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Questionnaire of the Special Rapporteur to national human
rights institutions

1. Does your National Institution undertake work specifically relating to the promotion and
protection of the rights of Roma? What particular activities relating to Roma is your
National Institution involved in? Does your Institution have any strategic or action plan to
address Roma issues?

2. Does your National Institution have a unit that deals with minority rights with sufficient
dedicated expertise on Roma issues, or a focal point for Roma issues? Does your National
Institution include staff members from Roma communities? Please provide details.

3. Does your National Institution monitor violations of the human rights of Roma and
provide advice to the Government on compliance with national, regional and international
human rights instruments? If so, please give concrete examples.

4. Does your staff receive training on how to counter racism and intolerance,
discrimination, social exclusion and/or marginalization of Roma? Please share all relevant
details and documentation.

5. Does your National Institution consider complaints and petitions concerning individual
situations and, if so, does it assist Roma in gaining access to effective redress for human
rights violation? Please provide details and examples.

6. In what ways are the views and opinions of the Roma communities taken into account in
your work, and how are Roma able to participate in relevant aspects of your work, including
through public consultations or seminars?

7. Does your National Institution apply a gender perspective throughout its activities? In
the affirmative, how does it ensure the effective participation of Roma women to its work?
Please give concrete examples.

8. Have your National Institution conducted surveys or collected disaggregated data
relating to national or ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities, or otherwise produced
reports concerning the Roma population? If so, please attach relevant documents.

Please provide any additional information relevant to Roma population that may be
informative to the work of the Special Rapporteur on minority issues and the OHCHR.
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Annex IV

National human rights institutions that responded to the
questionnaire

Interfederal Centre for Equal Opportunities, Belgium; Office of the Ombudswoman,
Croatia; The Danish Institute for Human Rights”, The Finnish Human Rights Centre;
Commission consultative des Droits de I’Homme du Grand-Duché de Luxembourg;
Malawi Human Rights Commission; The People’s Advocate Institution, Romania”™; the
Slovak National Centre for Human Rights; The Equality and Human Rights Commission,
United Kingdom

* Questionnaire received after deadline.
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