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Thank you Mr. President
I put forward the case of Ethnic discrimination of ethnic minorities women of Delta State
Nigeria in the criminal justice system.

Nigerian criminal justice system is not gender friendly in the delivery of its mandate, and
often negating to adhere to the principle of upholding the fundamental rights to freedom
and equality. * -
During the crises in Delta Nigeria October 1997, September 2003 and July 2013 police
and millitary forces arbitrarily arrested people wihout granting bail; most of them are
women they were used as sex tools and held in sex slavery for days. The soldiers sent by
the Federal Government to calm the crisis

invade their homes, at night beating and raping women and girls.

One victim, Grace, an Ogoni human rights defender in her 40s,

described how soldiers had gang-raped her. She was raped by
three uniformed army men with guns.

11 years old Onome, who was raped by five policemen, she later discovered she was
pregnant after two months. Being an orphan, she went through the suffering of pregnancy
and childbearing all alone. She gave birth through caesarian section.

Those in prison are technically denied bail.Nigeria constitution envisages quick
dispensation of justice when it provides in Section 36 (4) However many accused persons
are kept in custody without bail by the police, and

in many instances they are not brought before a court within the prescribed limit of 24 or
48 hours.

When they are finally taken to court they take them to a lower court that has no jusitiction
to the alledge crime as such they have to take them back to prison: This is called a
'holding charge'.

no criminal case gets decided within a year or more in spite of this provision. Neither
the constitution nor criminal law legislation provides for such a charge. But the police
tend to flock to the court of summary jurisdiction, that is, a. magistrate's court, which in
law is not competent to handle a capital crime.



They refuse women from standing as surety for bail though there is no law that prohibits
women from standing as surties.

Lastly, Corruption is the only reason that can explain the snail speed at which the
administration of criminal justice is moving in Nigeria. corruption plays a large role in
the denial of bail by the police.

Although a notice that 'Bail is not for sale, it is your right' is conspicuously displayed

in most police stations, accused persons fail to regard bail as a right, Worst still, in a
country where the average adult literacy rate is 43 per cent, many accused persons
cannot read this notice.

RECOMMENDATIONS TO NIGERIA GOVERNMENT
1.Victims of rape should be adequately compensated
2 Alaw in place making it mandatory for perpetuators of rape to take full responsibility

and claim for their offspring
3. A MONITORING TEAM IN PLACE TO MONITOR THE NUMBER OF CRIMINAL CASES
DESPENCE WITH PER YEAR WHICH SHOULD NOT BE LESS THAN 5,000 PER YEAR.

Thank you.






